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Hanne Newman, Bachelor of Environmental Science and Management, University of Newcastle
Intern at Geological Survey of NSW
What drew you towards applying for the Austmine STEM Program? In particular, why did you apply for your current
internship position?
I wanted to gain practical experience, and put the knowledge I have learnt at university to use in a professional workplace.
The Austmine STEM Program had a large variety of internships to choose from. I was drawn to the position that I chose, at
the Geological Survey of NSW because I am interested in working at the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment,
which encompasses the Survey. I felt that I was qualified and possessed the skills to succeed at the role I chose, so I was
confident I had chosen the right one.
Do you see yourself as having a career in this sector? Has your view towards the sector changed since prior to your
internship?
Yes. I personally see myself participating in the rehabilitation of the mines, or helping to ensure that this sector is safe and
sustainable. I loved my internship and would love to keep doing that kind of work.
What key skills have you learnt through your internship that you feel are transferrable for future roles?
I have learnt valuable skills such as data management, using software such as ArcGIS and QGIS, and reading, interpreting
and assessing complex documents. I also gained a greater understanding of what is done in a real workplace, outside of a
classroom.
What task or experience was particularly memorable as part of your internship?
An experience that was particularly memorable for me was a site visit out to a location near Scone, where we were shown
how the AusLAMP project is being carried out through the geophysical magnetotelluric survey. We were able to see how
the measurements are taken, and removed some of the equipment to be taken back out of the field. On this trip we were
also taken out to visit some mines and the naturally burning coal seam of Burning Mountain.
What was the biggest challenge you faced during your internship and how did you overcome this?
I felt it was a very steep learning curve for me, as I had not learnt much of what I did at the internship from uni. I overcame
this by always being eager to learn, listening to everything that people wanted to teach me, and taking lots of notes that I
could look back over later.
Would you recommend the Austmine STEM program to future students?
Definitely! It was a fantastic learning experience for me, and I very much enjoyed the summer. I also made lots of valuable
friendships with people at my workplace, and endeavor to keep in contact with them.
Do you have any further comments you would like to make about the Austmine STEM Program?
The Austmine STEM project was facilitated really well. The people at Austmine were very supportive and always willing to
help. They ran lots of useful Webinars, which were great to learn how to make the most out of my internship.
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