Austmine STEM METS Career Pathway Program
Post Program Interview
Joel Christie, Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering, The University of Queensland
Intern at Bluefield
What drew you towards applying for the Austmine STEM Program? In particular, why did you apply for your current
internship position?
Primarily curiosity. I happened across an advertisement for the Austmine STEM program via my university and after
reviewing a number of the companies offering this opportunity the position with Bluefield was of particular interest given
the breadth of the work they contribute to. Providing asset management consultancy to the industry sees them providing
insight into how to maximise output from many different types of assets including open cut, underground operations as
well as fixed and mobile plants.
Do you see yourself as having a career in this sector? Has your view towards the sector changed since prior to your
internship?
Absolutely. I have had no previous exposure to the mining or resources industry and as such my view towards the industry
was quite naïve. Now at the tail end of my internship I can say I have a far broader and varied understanding of the work
performed within the industry, particularly from an asset management standpoint which has provided some interesting
ways of thinking about projects.
What key skills have you learnt through your internship that you feel are transferrable for future roles?
Of particular interest was an offer to participate in a project management workshop within Bluefield which has provided a
number of useful resources and tools which I have already had the opportunity to utilise within my current line of work.
What task or experience was particularly memorable as part of your internship?
As mentioned above, the offer to participate in the project management program with Bluefield was a particular highlight
of my time with the company. The workshop was run in a very engaging manner and employing the tools and skills within
the work I was conducting was very rewarding.
What was the biggest challenge you faced during your internship and how did you overcome this?
A large portion of my internship was spent developing an asset management plan template for a client’s stacker reclaimer
with the intention to roll out the format to the remainder of the site’s assets.
Would you recommend the Austmine STEM program to future students?
Overall, I found the Austmine STEM program presented a large number of opportunities for students to connect with the
resources industry and would highly recommend utilising the established connections with industry and would highly
recommend applying for the program.

Thank you to host company:

