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What drew you towards applying for the Austmine STEM Program? In particular, why did you apply for your current
internship position?
During my time as a student, I always try my best to gain good exposure to every aspect the University has to offer,
whether that is coursework, volunteering activities or club events. At the same time, I really want to find a relevant vacation
work experience in the mining sector and that drew me into applying for the Austmine STEM Program.
After conducting some in-depth research on each of the student opportunity available in the Austmine work platform, I was
quite fortunate to find a company that offers the knowledge of bulk material handling equipment and drafting & modelling
software packages at the same time. That’s why I have applied to my current position.
Do you see yourself as having a career in this sector? Has your view towards the sector changed since prior to your
internship?
The METS sector will definitely be one of my main pursue options in the next 5 years. If everything goes well, I will be very
satisfied to have a long-term career in this sector.
My view towards the sector changed in terms of the daily work scope & responsibilities. My initial assumption was that
everyone has to work in the mine site every single day. But after working in the company for a few weeks, I realised that
office design work is also a critical step in making the company to operate above expectation. A lot of my work was
actually mechanical engineering specific and I was able to analyse better about the commonality & existing gaps between
University & workforce.
What key skills have you learnt through your internship that you feel are transferrable for future roles?
The key transferable skill I have gained throughout my internship period is project management. Being able to immerse
within the multiple aspects of project deliverables, drawings, standard specifications and supplier meetings would be
beneficial when I need to encounter similar projects in the future, even if they are projects in different sectors.
Another key skill I obtained was the basic familiarization to FEM software. These softwares are particularly useful to
analyse multiple loading cases that can potentially do to a structure and produce outputs such as associated stress/strain
results.
What task or experience was particularly memorable as part of your internship?
The most memorable experience will probably be the 30 minutes lunch time period. No matter how busy my supervisor
was, he always spends 20 minutes of his time to walk around the facilities with me. At the beginning of the internship, he
used that time to explain all the mining equipment on-site so that I can have a better grasp of what we are designing for in
the office. However, after a few weeks, I had the privilege to listen to some of his life experience as well, which I find it
quite meaningful.
What was the biggest challenge you faced during your internship and how did you overcome this?
My biggest challenge was probably the occasional lack of proper guidance when I needed the most. As the office is always
under pressure to deliver results, most engineers did not have the time to clarify my questions in detail. This is also one of
the main differences between University & workforce.
You will have to be able to make the most of your surrounding environment effectively and try to approach the person
when he’s not that busy. Also, I think being able to obtain the answers yourself from the available resources is also a
crucial part in tackling this problem.
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Would you recommend the Austmine STEM program to future students?
I would definitely recommend the Austmine program to future students as the internships organized by Austmine are quite
structured including progressive online trainings/webinars. In addition, Austmine has been doing a fantastic job in
promoting mining technologies & linking students with reputable companies.
Do you have any further comments you would like to make about the Austmine STEM Program?
Austmine has made a significant contribution towards my early career and I hope more relevant opportunities will be
accessible for the student community.

Thank you to host company:

